DOCOH'EMT BESUHE 



.BD 150 834. 



PI'008, 892 



•AOTHOR 
■ TITLE 
, POB DATE. . 

NOTE 

JOORNAL CIT 

r- 

*EIiRS PRICE. 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTJFIEf^S 
ABSTRACT 



Rpbb, Thomas N» . 

Review with R-QOAP. • . ■ 

76 ^ ^ . . 

6p. • . . • 

Cross Currents; p1« Aut 1976 . 

MF-$0.83 HC-$1.67 P^tus *P*ostage . ^ ' ' \ 
Charts; ^English <Second Language); *Instructl^onal 
Aids;' *Language Instruction; Learning Actlviti\es; 
♦Review (Reexamination); Second Language Learning; 
Sentence Structure; Syntax; ^Teaching Methods; 
♦Visual Ai*ds - * ^ 

♦ Rapid Question and Answer Formation * 

' ^ • • • 



^ R-QOAF (Rapid Question and AqS'wer Formation) ds'a 

device which enables the English as a second language (ESL) class to . 
systematically review previously s^died sentence patterns in a brisk 
and lively wa.y. The technique revolves around a wall, chart wdth cue 
words for questions running down the left-hand side 1(to elicit the 
vario*us structures to be reviewed) and a cast of characters running 
across the top. The instructor points to a box on the* grid thus 
formed and calls upon a^tudent to make the correct ' quest ion for that 
character. For example, ^I* next Sunday - Br« Redford" would^ yield: 
"Vhat, is Hr. Redford planning to do next' Sunday?" The hot contains 
the answer cue "tennis" or sbmetimes just a question mark, which 
wdlil4* yields "I. don't knoW what he's planning to do." Students h^ve a 
copy of thp chart; they al^o keep a .notebook with sample questions, 
and answers for home study. Additional lines are added to the chart 
weekly as new structures are covered. *fee students ^e always 
respdnsible for the cfumulative total. (Author/CFM) 
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Review is a constant ^roWem in the language classrooni.* How 
ofjen it )s that we must push on beca^ise we I>ave either exhausted 
the material in the lesson or have a^> tight schedule to meet, still 
knowing that many of the students have not completely mastered 
' what we have already taught. ^While most good texts do"have some 
b^ilt-in revi'ew, it is often given cursory attention sinc^ by its very 
nature it is old material and, consequently, often dull. ' " 'j ^ 
Rapid Question and Answer 'Formation '(R-QUAF, for short), 
may be ot^e ans.wer to thhs dilemma. It is designed to buil(| flu.ency^ 
with the basic patterns of English - to make them»as automatic as 
possible and ye't to (jo it in such a way as to. mainTain the 
studefit's interest and to make what he is learning appear as relevant 
as possible to hisjfnmediatp needs.- ^ 

The technique revolves around a very simple device - a wall 
chart, such as the one in Fig. #1. Across the top is the' "cast of 
characters". Tliree of tlW fictitious characters are students, two 
, are teaclTers, and the last, ^iss Tanabe, supposedly works ip the. 
school' administratiX)n 'office. In my particular case, these cha-racters 
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1 would like to express my thanks to fiiujfs.l&a^uJ^ Paul Kelley of Kansa» 
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National LL. School, Osaka for their Vafinrtne suggestions and criticisms. All 
responsibihtyjor errors and omissions howejler, rests solely upon myself. 
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are als6 tied to th^'intraductory conveVsation of each'-l3s^on*of jny\ 
^sjtext^ , but this does npt have to be so for tlio dev>iee.t'o be ^ff(?ctive;^ 
The teft-most column of "the chart contaifis the'^ lesson number 
and question designation. The adjoijiing cojumn confaiiis' tlie cue 
word fox the question for tli4t. roW: Under each ^Wiaraeter is the 
appropriate due i'ox the Snswei for thatMnJiVidiiah thii^ t?y poiating 
to the box located on line ,2a'under Mr. F^edford, tlle'iristructor can 
elicit the question "WHERE IS MR. REDFORD FROiVir'^^ wejl^^s" 
the answer, ^'HE'S. FRQM 'VANCOUVER, CANADA.'\^oint(r5 to 
the question word along with a verbal *'YOy"' eligts "WHERE' 
ARE YOU F.ROM?" to .which tl\e -nexf student^ ^mus't reply 
appropriately. > J ' ^' ' " ' " 

. It would [k unreasonable, hc^Vever, to .expect stqdents to be able 
to make and answer questions rapidly if jthe iiiiart>ere^Qnly used for 
a relatively short time eaclfday m the classroom. TheVey to'^cese 
with this technique/ is that students keep a riot^book^ *with th^^e- 
separate sections: L) a cQpy oi; th& chart itsejf,, 2),a\e6tiori ^itli 
sample -questions (Fig. #2^, &nd 3) a'sectioa wijh sflippje answers 
(Fig. #3). *With these in hand the' i^tud^nt Can 4©. lAdst^of bi^, 
R-QUAF practice at home. Class time can be .used^only /pr ch^ckins< 
the thorouglmess of the students' preparation. \ 5^ \ '-■^ '^ 

At the beginning of =the course the wall cliartMS blapk. (Question 
and answer sets are^ presented gradually, -usually two or'thre^ per 
lesson. '.The students filf in the . appropriate sections ^f th^ir 
notebooks under the guidance of the ii^struct-or.^ Eaclv week^he 
items introduced in the previous lesson are thoroughly checked and"^^ 
past jtems^are given a once-over as well. The stUUents have beerr,' 
instructed to continually review their entire chart, iest the^*.rorgeit'f 
what they h'ave already been YJught. . ' ' - 

In class, review is carried out briskly. Recently, I havp be^n using , 
a stop watch in clas§, hmlting the students to 15 seconds in whicK ' 
to blurt out their question or answer. ^WhUe this^^d^es Ij^ve ' 
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The text referred to is one davdoped by my wife.and^me entitled English in Contex^ 
^ for use in my classes at Kan^aUUniverjityofl'oreign Studies, ifiraka'ta. 
Alternatively, the instructor could pa'ss out a complete 'chart, plus complete sample' 
questions and answers at the'beginning of the course, t^bus saving the tune ip class 
which It takes for the sjudents to fill in* their notebooks. . " ' 

' ' ' >• . \ 

Nr 4 • * ' ' - 



SAMPLE QUESTIONS'^ . 

la • \V}ial's her name? ' * 

b . M-E VVhal class is Mieko in;^ , ' \ 

R-T Wlial does Mr. Redford So? . 
2a Where's Mieko from? ^ 

b VVIiere's Mieko living now? ' 

c How does Mieko gei^to school? 

3| M-E Wlien doe^ Mieko have {English Compdsinon)^ 
R \V}ien doe? Mr. Redford leach chss (3-K)\ 

b M-R How many classes does Mieko hav^^ oi\ {Monday)! 
4^ Wlial's Mieko going lo do ihis-Sunday? 

5a How long d^s it-lake Mieko lo gel lo school^^ ' 

b V How long d^^i lake Mieko lo gel ready lo go lo school 

c M-^ Wlial lime is Mieko's firsl clifss on Tuesda-ys'^ 

T Whal lime does Miss Tanabe have be al work everyday 

d N ^ Wlial lime does Mieko|have lo gel up on Tuesdays? , 

\ > ' ' •> / (Figure #2^ 



SAMPLE ANSWERS r > ' 

*Ia Thafs Mieko Kawai. 

b M-h She's in I -A 

R, H He leaches composi lion. 
T She works m Ihe office.* ' 
2a M She lives righl here in Hirakala - • * 
i-H He's from Aomori Prefeclure. 
T I donll know whete she'^s from, 
b M She li^yes al home.' ^ ' ^ 

• I He's living in a dorrnTlory in Hirakala. 
N.^ E ' S^ie s living with her aunl and uncle m Neyagawa. 
* „ • R, H He lives 'in Neyagawa 

T She lives in so^jool hoiising. 
c M She takes liie bus. 
I, T He walks 

E She lakes Ihe Iram. ^- » . 

R . He drives 

H I donU know ho>v he gels lo school , , 



(Figure #3) 



drawback in' that some students tead to ''clutcir>w;hen under 
pressure, T have found that the thoroughness' oT the sfudents' 
preparation is direct!^ related to thc.amownt of time ^/(lidVl give 
them to answer.' \ 

The choice of question and answer patterns chQ^tn [for any given 
lesson generally reflect^s the content of the Ifesson'in vvjhicji they are 
introduced.' However, tjfft principle is not strictly adhered to. There 
are many patterns which I have, considered too elementary to be 
inpluded in the formal structure of my course, but whic/i the' 
students, nevertheless, ' do ne^d rflofe practice with. Coiwersely, 
there are some structures introduced in the text wkidi a^ not' 
amenable to chart drilling. 

In summary, R-QUAF -offers a novel way to selectively. review 
those structures which the instructor feels that the^ students -have 
not* yet mastered completely; It encourages the students to do their 
owi^review work- at home and is fun' to use in class for both the 
student and teacher alike. ^ 
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